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A total of 1,164,0C0 pounds of packive bees were shipped in 1948 -- 15 percent 


less than in 1947%--a coording to the Bureau of Agricultural Iconomics. Queens 
shipped by nackerc bee producers ‘totaled 858,800, comparcd with 1,007,200 in 1947-- 


also 15 percent ‘lese. Da en of the six me. jor ey Gee bee States showed a decrease 
in bee shipments from Last YOALs Gueen shipments were also down in each of theso 
states except Texas, where an anercase of 1 percent occurred, 


‘@ Shippers indicate that the 1949 season is so uncertain 


estimate of the pouncs of bees they expect 


Reports from package b 
Ld not hazard 
tea 
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© 
that many of them vou oa) 
torshinp. towever; & Mian of the reports from those shippers who did report 
on this question indi 8 porcant fewer bees will be shipped in 1949. Some of 
tne Larecr shippers were Asti to report the pounds they expect to ship, but indi- 
cated they expect a peor scason. If answers had bhecn received from these shippers 
the deerezse would probably be much. sharper than the 8 percent indicated. actual 
Shipments. in 1948 were 17 percent snmeller than exyected because of the slow movee 
ment of honey et ow prices. In 1947 actual shipments were 2 porcent above the 
expected and in 1946 they were about the same. 


In Janunry, siippors revorting shipments had orders for about 47 porcent of their 
production, compared with 64 percent a yenr eurlier and with 79 percent in 1946. 
Reports from shippers show that advanes orders are very spotty ranging from none 
in some cases to a normal booking of bees in the case of other shippers. Demand 
for bees is poor because of the slow movement and Low price of honey. Shippers 
hope demand will, improve after the extent of storm losses in the Western States 
and Caneda is determined, 


The total number of packages shipped in 1948 was 461,393, ¢c arene with 528,651 

in 1947, a decrexse of 14 percent. The ducroase in package shipments was mainly 
in the 3-pound p2ack.ges, which wers 29 percent Delow 1947 shipnents.. Of the total 
pounés of bees BPRS in gees about 46 percent moved in 2-pound packages, 45 per- 
cént. in 3-poundc, 5 pereent in 4-pound and-2 percent in Sepound packages. Bees 
shivped in units other than ae s© mentioned above accounted for’about 2 percent of 
total shipments. 


Colonies held for the production of package bees in 1948 totaled 245,300--1 percent 
more then in 1947. In spite of this inereaso in colonies, shinments fell off nearl 
one-sixth from 1947, reflecting the recuccd Command. An AVEPAEG fe only 4.7 pounds 
of bees per colony were shipped in 1948 comparec with 5,7 pouncs in 1947. Produc- 
tion-or bses per colony in Louisiana was 6.5 POA Ry ae 6,1-poundcs, 
Georgis Ge). gs $, aLsbana 5.0 pounds, Californian 2.8 pounds and Toxes 2.8 pounds. 
The low 2verages per cclony in California and Texas were due to the practice of 
maxing «& Light shaking of beas for packnges anc leaving the colcnies.in shape to 
build up end: produce a honey crop leter in-the season. The winter has been very 
warm in-the Southern cCtates Die fis in honvy consunpticn of stores anc causing 
bees to be heavy with brood 


ke-issued by austin, Texas Office 
3/4/49 


| 2 s a Ries ea ee, is Fe Oa eet Oe fag pap = 
ACKAGE BEES - Nutler ef-Packayes and Pot.) Pounus of Bess Shipped in 15.7 and 1948 


: PACRaGE Sis - Naiver ob -2o0Kay eS ane Ub —— aa lai ren stamens co eae ent aoa tii on ein ees a cecgeag Soa isons eam a 
ae nee re ee is ees pene: vere eee te * ‘ es 2 = Bates 
: Meeewronber of.,¢okages -"- 1gqd..s. --, S 2 meta tga er GUURER UDERS > Total lounds 
States (ioe ae ee SI as: rae aes oe Te iyo ORL Uae Os Poa Ole rey Sous Bao wee L544] : IS. * 
e ee 2 =: tr 4 ay oO 8 HES ng ep ho & “ ah by Pe 28 Vy yy Vy 
Georgi. . sae 33,139 0 (54 eee cole ey See ber hcp 172,000 
ae es D21t29 ale y Oe Q 271, COO 11,0U0 
 Alabaiw Oe ego Sn SEI miss Sele beg EERE 7 ‘ee: cel eed 
Mississi-- ae 2 ogee 21 96 CU [co jt < 2 pl be 0 13¢ , JOO 120 ; JO 
1S al az ; hs mp fren ei fa $ Ary 5) rey G 
Louisian: 3 asd ah ff 24 v9 62,815 024, 233 , 000 215 ,000 


‘California Fé, 052 24542] vr 652 0 10, - mal Sb 250, 900 222, 000 
Other States 21 246 13,509 "4,400 1,000 37,208 15,200 130,000 1197000 
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76. (1928) =< 268 , 902 175,12 12,53¢ AY sol 393 26, 6 


U.S. (1947) , 275,552 Pad Gocy Sa 12,52& 2 baa 530,65 16,990 1,375,000 ian 
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alabaua se, DO a LO". Do 227,10 209 , 50C 
Mississippi 19,000 ek lu 30 103,c "PO,008 
Louisiam 35,300 645 62 29 100,70 12,500 
Texus 34,000 2.0 oe, 5 100,720 121, 790 
California 64,100 3.6 102 53 105,500 165,900 
Other States 17,000 6.5 5 55 55,500 55 , 500 
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* 4s reported by shipsers reporting expected shiynents, 


